
Syllabus–Math 311, Section 001, Vector Analysis, Fall 2016

General Information

Instructor: Matthew Blair
Email: blair@math.unm.edu
Course Website: www.math.unm.edu/~blair/math311s16.html

Office: SMLC 330
Office Hours: Monday 3-5pm, Tuesday 2:15-3:15pm, and by appointment.

Texts
Required: Vector Calculus, Fourth Edition, by Susan Jane Colley.
Optional: Student’s Solutions Manual for Vector Calculus, by Susan Jane Colley.

Meeting times/location: Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 2-2:50pm in SMLC 356.

Course Description

From the course catalog: “Vector algebra, lines, planes; vector valued functions, curves, tangent
lines, arc length, line integrals; directional derivative and gradient; divergence, curl, Gauss’ and
Stokes’ theorems, geometric interpretations”.

We will be covering most of the content in Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 in the Colley textbook,
which provides a sophisticated review from Math 264 and a host of new material. At the end of
the semester we will cover some supplemental material outside of the course text. One of the major
goals of the course is to treat higher dimensional versions of the fundamental theorem of calculus
and their significance.

Grading Scheme

Homework 25 %

Midterms (2) 45 %

Final 30 %

I am willing to consider requests to change grading modes to Audit or Credit/No-Credit, but
these requests should be completed before December 9, the last day of class.

Exams

The largest portion of your total grade will be determined by your performance on three ex-
ams. The in class exams will be held in class on Wednesday, September 28, and Wednesday,
November 2. The final exam is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14, 3-5pm. Information
regarding the content of the exams will be provided in class as the time approaches. If an exam is
missed for a valid and documented reason (illness, family emergency, active participation in schol-
arly or athletic activities), then the missing score will be filled in by an average of the other two
exam scores.

www.math.unm.edu/~blair/math311s16.html


Homework

A strong commitment to solving problems outside the classroom is crucial for your success in
this course. Homework problems will be assigned most weeks in the semester. Some of these
problems you will hand in for a grade and others that you should work out on your own. All
of these problems are considered crucial parts of the course, even the ones you do not hand in.
Assignments will be sent out via email and posted on the course website. Late homework will
not be accepted, though the two lowest scores will be dropped at the end of the semester. You
may discuss homework problems with others, however each assignment must be written up in your
own words.

It is very important that you show your work on each assignment, as your grades will be based
on what you have demonstrated, not just the answer on the bottom line. Please take care to hand
in a neat, legible assignment and staple the pages together in the corner.

You are also expected to read the textbook outside of class. Since class time is short, there will
be theorems and examples that you will need to read on your own. Reading sections in the book
before they are discussed in class will help you to get the most out of class time and to stay on top
of the material.

Email

Homework assignments will be sent to you via email. Other important announcements may be
communicated through email as well. It is your responsibility to ensure that you either check the
email account on file with University regularly or have these messages forwarded to an account
which you do check regularly.

Email is a good way to communicate with me during the working day, but please do use good
email etiquette, including the use of subjects and greetings. These are important for me to or-
ganize messages and distinguish your message from spam. I do my best to answer mathematical
questions over email, but this is not always possible, particularly if there are several questions or if
the answer is involved.

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Any violations of academic ethics will be investigated
thoroughly and penalized accordingly. Academic dishonesty as defined by the student code of con-
duct includes but is not limited to “dishonesty in quizzes, tests or assignments; claiming credit for
work not done or done by others; hindering the academic work of other students; misrepresenting
academic or professional qualifications within or without the University; and nondisclosure or mis-
representation in filling out applications or other University records.”

In particular, you may discuss homework problems with others, but collected assignments must
be written up on your own and in your own words. You may not collaborate on exams in any
fashion.



Other Expectations

You are expected to attend every class and to be punctual so as not to disrupt classmates
or the instructor. Class will start promptly at 2pm. Please do not use cell phones for any
purpose during class unless there is a bona fide emergency, in which case you should conduct
your business outside of the classroom.

Some Important Dates from the Office of the Registrar
(from https://registrar.unm.edu/semester-deadline-dates/fall-2016.html)

September 2: Last day to add sections and change credit hours on LoboWEB, last day to change
grade mode on LoboWEB.
September 9: Last day to drop without a “W” grade and 100% tuition refund on LoboWEB.
September 16: Last day to add sections and/or change credit hours with form.
November 11: Last day to drop without Dean’s permission on LoboWEB.
December 9: Last day for change grade mode with form.
December 9: Last day to drop with Dean’s permission.

Special Arrangements

Accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities. Students requiring such
accommodations must inform the instructor within the first two weeks of the semester.

Title IX Statement

In an effort to meet obligations under Title IX, UNM faculty, Teaching Assistants, and Gradu-
ate Assistants are considered responsible employees by the Department of Education (see pg 15
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-201404-title-ix.pdf). This desig-
nation requires that any report of gender discrimination which includes sexual harassment, sex-
ual misconduct and sexual violence made to a faculty member, TA, or GA must be reported
to the Title IX Coordinator at the Office of Equal Opportunity (oeo.unm.edu). For more in-
formation on the campus policy regarding sexual misconduct, see: https://policy.unm.edu/

university-policies/2000/2740.html.
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