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Dear friends: 
 
It is touching for me, as no doubt it also is for all who treasure Mischa's memory, that you are 
having this gathering at the University of New Mexico to remember him. 
 
Mischa was already quite a legend for me, well before I actually met him. My first meeting, with 
him and Yanny occurred, at the Summer Institute on Harmonic Analysis at Williamstown in 
1978. 
 
I felt an instant, almost magical rapport with them, as if we had been friends for years. 
 
You surely do not need me to tell you about Mischa's special gentleness, sensitivity and modesty, 
but how can I not record my strong awareness and thorough enjoyment of these qualities of his 
on this occasion, as would also happen on the subsequent, all too few, occasions when we would 
meet again. 
 
Well of course my feelings of closeness to him stemmed in great part from his important and 
elegant mathematical results in various fields close to those where I was trying, and still try, to 
make my own contributions. But there were other things too. For example, both of us had many 
years earlier reached the conclusion that we can lead our own lives very well without needing to 
take the lives of animals and to eat their flesh. I can also mention that Mischa's brother lived near 
me in a Haifa suburb, as still do some of his other relatives, also related to the celebrated Russian 
mathematician Shmulyan. 
 
My last meeting with Mischa was at a conference in honor of Jaak Peetre in August 2000. I think 
it must have been a very considerable effort for him, at that stage of his life, to make the very 
long trip to Sweden and back. So I would understand his participation as yet another 
manifestation of his special qualities as a true and faithful friend, in this case of course to Jaak. 
 
I also recall that it was very important to Mischa and to Cora Sadosky to salute Jaak with their 
contribution to the proceedings of that conference, and we, the editors of the volume, were 
delighted to include Mischa and Cora's paper, looking very far in both directions - way back to 
the historic Cotlar lemma of 1955 about almost orthogonality, and also way forward from that 
point to many exciting developments since then. 
 
That same volume also includes a short article written by Jaak himself, briefly discussing some 
of the history of interpolation theory, and mainly mentioning his correspondence with three 
legendary figures, Olof Thorin, Antoni Zygmund and Mischa Cotlar. 
 
As we all know, Mischa was deeply concerned about injustices and miseries, and wanted to do 
whatever he could to improve the world, or, to use the Hebrew phrase, to engage in "tikun olam". 
 
He was probably rather too optimistic about what could be achieved at this troubled stage of 
human history. I fear that some of us, maybe many of us - I would certainly have to include 



myself - were not able to live up to his expectations of us in these matters. But the human race 
desperately needs people, the more the better, who are too optimistic, to gently and not so gently 
push us all in good directions, even if most of the time we move in those directions, alas, only 
infinitesimally slowly. 
 
Mischa could perhaps console himself with the thought that quite a number of evils, like 
cannibalism, slavery, child labour, family violence ... which in the past were considered normal 
and acceptable occurrences in some or all societies, are now widely condemned, and at least 
partly eradicated. So perhaps this trend will continue, and future generations will be more 
successful in doing away with those evils and also other evils which today are still somehow 
more or less tolerated. 
 
I am going to take the great liberty of trying to guess what Mischa might have chosen to say to us 
all at this stage. I think he would sit very shyly amongst us, not quite understanding why we are 
making this fuss about him. It would need considerable prompting to get him to say anything at 
all. Perhaps he would finally agree to say something, to thank us for coming, and wish all of us 
future enjoyment and success in our mathematical endeavours. Then perhaps in the most gentle 
and implicit way he might hint that he would have liked us to be at least slightly more active in 
trying to improve this world. 
 
              Y'hi Zikhro Barukh.  May his memory be blessed. 
 
 
Michael Cwikel  
 


